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ON A NEW EDITION OF THE
HASSAN B. THABIT1DIWA.N
By M. J.

KISTER

The aim of the editor, Walid 'Arafat, 'to produce as complete a record as
b. Thabit in the different recensions
possible of the poetry ascribed to
.Iassn
of the Diwin and in other sources
together with the scholia in the DIw~n,
additional notes from other sources and editorial comments', as stated in his
preface (p. 1), has been pursued by him with praiseworthy perseverance, zeal,
and dedication. Ten different manuscripts of the Diwin have been closely
examined and evaluated (introduction, pp. 10-23). The poems of the Diwan
have been accordingly divided in the following manner: poems 1-225 from the
MS Ahmet III, 2534 (T) form the main part of the Diwin; poems 226-63 from
MS Ahmet III, 2584 (TA) form the second part of the Diwan called al-Ziyddat;
the poems 264-372 are additions gathered from other sources (ziyaddt min
al-diwdn). The 'Introduction' contains sections dealing with
ghayri
of Hassan (pp. 3-7), former editions of the Diwan (pp. 7-10), recensions
the lifemakhti.tdt
of the Diwdn and its MSS (pp. 10-23), and the authenticity of the poems
(pp. 23-31). In his sharp criticism of the authenticity of a great many of the
poems ascribed to Hassan, 'Arafat often refers to his own articles, basing his
conclusions on an analysis of the style and composition of these poems, the
historical circumstances and developments, and the statements of early Muslim
scholars.
The painstaking work of the recording of variants (riwiydt) and of sources
(takhrij) has been done by 'Arafat with great accuracy; the second volume
contains the scholia from the MSS and other sources, the editor's notes and
comments, and detailed indexes. The list of 152 sources perused affordsevidence
of the efforts expended by 'Arafat over a long period of time in orderto establish
correct readings. The result is indeed an admirable and sound edition of the
texts in the good philological tradition.
I
It may perhaps be useful to record some additional parallels from recently
published sources, from some sources not consulted by 'Arafat, and from
hitherto unpublished manuscripts.
Poem 1
Al-'Isami, Simt al-nujiim al-'awel fi anbd'i 'l-awd'ili wa 'l-tawdli, Cairo,
1380/1960, I, 343-4 (verses 11-12, 14-17, 19, 21, 23-7, 31), II, 192-4 (29 verses) ;
1 Walid N. 'Arafat (ed.) : Diwan of
ibn Thebit. (' E. J. W. Gibb Memorial' Series,
New Series, xxv.) 2 vols.: viii, 31, 5-527,
.Hassan
[12]; [vii], 5-439, [8] pp. London: Luzac and Co.
Ltd., 1971.
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al-Kald'i, al-Iktif' fl, maghdzi rasfli 'llahi wa 'l-thaldthati 'l-khulafd', ed.
Mustafa 'Abd al-Wdhid, Cairo, 1387/1968, 11, 312-14 (27 verses); al-Safarini,
GhidhM'u'l-albab li-sharhi manz~imat
Cairo, 1324/1906, I, 157 (verses
al-Sddb,
11-13); 172-3 (28 verses); Ibn al-Athir, Jdmi'u 'l-usfl min ahaidthi 'l-rasfil,
salld 'llahu 'alayhi wa-sallam, ed. Muhammad
al-Fiqi, Cairo, 1370/1951,
116-17
11-17,
H.imid
21,
23,
(verses
vI,
25-7); al-Hakim, al-Mustadrak, Hyderabad,
1342/1923, III, 45 (verse 23), 488 (verse 23), 72 (verses 11, 13), 487 (verse 27);
Ibn Shahrash-ib, Mandqib dl Abi
Najaf, 1376/1956, I, 143 (verses 22,
the
and
verse
of
the
24-7,
Diwavn,I,.Tflib,
19, penult.); al-Khafaji, Nasim al-riyddlfi
sharh shifa'i 'l-qddi 'Iydgd,Cairo, 1327/1909, I, 142 (verse 26), 11, 24 (verses 23,
27); Mughultay, al-Zahr al-bdsimfl siyar Abi 'l-Qdsim, MS Leiden Or. 370,
fol. 319b (verse 7;
refutes the assumption of al-Suhayli that the
verse was invented, stressing
that it is recorded in the recensions of al-Sukkari,
Mughult.y
Ibn IHabib, and Ab-i 'Ubayda: wa-za'ama 'l-suhayliyyu anna qawla hassdna
''ald anydbihV' ....maudl'un,
Ui yushbihu shi'rahu wa-la lafzahu,fihi nazarun
min haythu anna hidhc thabitunf, ghayri md nuskhatin min dlwanihi, riwayati
'l-sukkariyyi wa-bni habbibinwa-abi 'ubaydata wa-ghayrihim). The reading
al-jand'u (instead of al-ijtind'u) is in the recension of al-Sukkari, as stated by
Mughultay; (cf. 'Arafat, op. cit., II, 7, n. 1), fol. 315b (verse 11: min kanfay
kadd'i); 'Imad al-Din al-'.Amiri, Bahjat al-mahdfil wa-bughyat al-amdthil,
Madina, 1331/1913, I, 414-16 (verses 11-19, 21-7); Ibn Qayyim al-Jauziyya,
Zad al-ma'dd,Beirut, n.d., II, 168-9 (27 verses); al-Qurtubi, al-Tafsir (reprint),
Cairo, 1387/1967, xIII, 153 (verses 23-4, 27, 31) ; al-Bayhaqi, al-Sunan al-kubrd,
Hyderabad, 1355/1936, x, 238 (verses 11-17, 19, 21, 23, 25-7); Nashwan,
Shams al-'ultm, ed. K. V. Zetterst6en, I, part I, Leiden, 1951, p. 68 (verse 15).
Poem 2
al-Akwa' al-Hiwali, Cairo, 1386/1966,
Al-Hamdini, al-Iklil, ed.
ed. Brdnnle, Cairo, n.d., p. 12
11, 217 (verse 2); al-Raba'i,Muh.iammad
al-gharib,
Nizam
(verse 2).
Poem 3
Al-Hamddni, op. cit., 11, 216-17 (verses 11-12, 16-18);
op. cit.,
al-H.kim,
1-12, 14-23);
III, 279 (verses 11-12); al-'Isami, op. cit., II, 66-7 (verses
al-Kala'i, op. cit., 11, 72 (verses 11-12).
Poem 5
Al-'IsJmi, op. cit., I, 204-5 (24 verses), 11, 103-10 (23 verses); al-Washshl',
Kitib al-muwashsha, ed. E. Briinnow, Leiden, 1886, p. 105 (verses 3-5);
b. Dawfid al-Isfahani, Kitib al-zahra, ed. A. R. Nykl and Ibrdhim
Muh.ammad
T-Iiqan,Chicago, 1932, p. 80 (verses 3-5).
Poem 6
Al-Kala'I, op. cit.,
(31 verses).

II,

442-4 (20 verses); al-'IsJmi, op. cit.,

II,

218-19
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Poem 11
Mutahhar b. Tahir al-Maqdisi, al-Bad' wa 'l-tarikh, ed. C. Huart, Paris,
1916, Iv, 208 (verses 1-3, 5, 9, 14).
Poem 13
Bahr al-'ultm, Najaf, 1384/1964,
Al-Ya'qfibi, Tarikh, ed. Muhammad
I, 180 (verses 7, 11-13, 15); al-Sharishi,S.diq
Sharh maqdmdtal-Harifi, ed. Muhammad 'Abd al-Mun'im al-Khafaji, Cairo, 1372/1952, 11,98 (verses 7, 11-13, 15);
al-Mutahhar b. Thhir, op. cit., Iv, 122 (verses 11-13, 15, 23); al-Asma'i, Tdrikh
al-'arab qabla 'i-islam, ed. Muhammad Hasan al-Yasin, Baghdad, 1379/1959,
pp. 102-3 (verses 7-8, 10-11, 14-15); al-Tha'alibi,
al-khss, Beirut,
Khass.
330b (verses 11-15);
1966, p. 102 (verses 11, 15);
op. cit., fol.
Mughult.y,
of verse 11 recorded by al-Suhayli:
Mughultay corrects a faulty version
aulddujafnata haula qabri abihimi
bidu '1-wujihi min al-tirdzi '1-awwali.
the
correct
version
of the verse, he remarks that it is so recorded in the
Giving
and
transmitted
by AbiT'Ubayda, Abai 'Amr, Ibn al-A'rabi, Ibn Habib,
Diwan
and al-Sukkari); Ghars al-ni'ma al-Sabi, al-Hafawdt al-nidira, ed. Salih
al-Ashtar, Damascus, 1387/1967, p. 376 (verses 23-4).
Poem 14
Al-Kala'i, op. cit., 11,192 (15 verses); al-Safarini, op. cit., I, 160 (15 verses).
Poem 15
Al-Mutahhar b.
op. cit., Iv, 192 (verses 14, 16); Ibn Shahrashtib,
14-15); al-Kala'i, op. cit., 11,40-1 (16 verses); al-'Isami,
op. cit., I, 55 (verses.Thir,
op. cit., II, 35 (16 verses); Khalil b. Aybak al-Safadi, Tamam al-mutin fi
sharhrisalati bni zaydfin,ed. MuhammadAbi 'l-Fadl Ibrahim, Cairo, 1389/1969,
pp. 153-4 (16 verses); Mughultay, op. cit., fol. 222b (verse 1; Mughultay
refutes al-Suhayli's explanation of al-qashib as jadid, new; qashib belongs to
the addid and denotes in this verse 'an effaced writing', says Mughultay);
al-Qurtubi, op. cit., vii, 375-6 (16 verses).
Poem 16
Al-Kala'i, op. cit., 11,82 (verses 6-8), 157 (verses 1-3, 6-11); Ibn al-Kalbi,
Jamhara, MS BM Add. 23297, fol. 222a (verse 9).
Poem 19
Muwaffaq al-Din al-Maqdisi, al-Istibsdrfi nasabi 'l-sahabati min al-ansar,
ed. 'Ali Nuwayhid, Cairo, 1392/1972, pp. 28-9 (7 verses).
Poem 20
Khalil b. Aybak, op. cit., p. 191 (verses 1, 4, 5); al-'IsJmi, op. cit., II, 412
(verses 1, 4-5, 8); al-Balidhuri, Ansab al-ashrif, v, ed. S. D. Goitein, Jerusalem,
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1936, p. 104 (verses 3, 5, 7); al-Majlisi, Bihdr al-anwar, Tehran, 1380/1960,
xxxvIII, 266 (verses 3-5); Muhammad b. Yahya al-Miliqi, al-Tamhid wa
'l-baydn, ed. Mahmfid Yfisuf Zayid, Beirut, 1964, pp. 179 (verses 3, 5), 207-8
(verses 1-2, 4-8); Ibn A'tham, Kitab al-futih, Hyderabad, 1389/1969, II,
pp. 240-1 (verses 1-3, 5-7); al-Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Jamal, Najaf, 1368/1948,
pp. 96 (verses 3-5), 100 (verses 3, 5).
Poem 21
A1-Kala'i, op. cit., 11,283-4 (16 verses); al-Khafaji, op. cit., Iv, 413 (verses
12, 16); 'All Khan al-Shirazi, al-Darajat al-rafi'a fS tabaqdtal-shi'a, Najaf,
1381/1962, pp. 77 ult.-78 (14 verses).
Poem 23
Ibn Abi '1-Dunya, al-Ishrf
fol. 69b (verses 1, 4).

fTmrnandzil
al-ashraf, MS Chester Beatty

4427,

Poem 28
Muhammadb. Yaliya al-Maliqi, op. cit., pp. 204-5 (6 verses); al-Baladhuri,
op. cit., v, 103 (verses 5-6); al-Haythami, Majma' al-zawd'id wa-manba'
al-fawd'id, Beirut, 1967, Ix, 99 (verses 1-2).
Poem 29
Khalil b. Aybak, op. cit., pp. 191-2 (verses 1-2); al-Baladhuri, op. cit., v,
104 (5 verses); Muhammad b. Yahya al-Maliqi, op. cit., p. 209 (5 verses);
Anonymous, al-Tarikh al-rmuhkamft-man intasaba ild 'l-nabiyyi sall 'Ildhu
'alayhi wa-sallam,MS BM Or. 8653, fol. 211b (verses 4-5); al-Zubayr b. Bakkar,
Jamharat nasab quraysh,MS Bodley, Marsh 384, fol. 202b (verses 4-5).
Poem 30
Al-Baladhuri, op. cit., v, 100 (verse 1).
Poem 32
op. cit., III, 64 (verses 1-4, 6), 78 (verses 4, 6); al-Haythami,
43
Al-VI.kim,
(verses 1-3); al-Shaykh al-Mufid, op. cit., p. 102 (verses 1-3);
op. cit., ix,
b.
al-Mutahhar Tahir, op. cit., v, 167-8 (verses 1-3); al-Bayhaqi, al-Sunan
al-kubra, vi, 369 (verses 1-3, 5); Ibn Nasir al-Din, Jdmi' al-athdrfi maulidi
'l-nabiyyi 'l-mukhtdr,MS CambridgeOr. 913, fol. 312a (verses 1-3); Anonymous,
al-Tdrikh al-muhkam,MS, fol. 118a (verses 1-4, 6); al-Majlisi, op. cit., xxxviiI,
261 (verses 1-4, 6), 264 (verses 1-3); Ibn Abi 'I-Hadid, Sharh nahj al-baldgha,
ed.
Abli '1-Fadl Ibrahim, Cairo, 1964, Iv, 123 (verses 1-4, 6);
MuhAammad
Ibn Hajar al-Haytami,
al-muhriqa, ed. 'Abd al-WahhliTb'Abd
al-Latif, Cairo, 1375/1955,al-S.awi'Bq
pp. 74 (verses 1-3), 83 (verses 4, 6); al-Mulibb
al-Tabari, al-Riy&d al-nacdira,ed. Muhammad Badr al-Din al-Na'sani, Cairo,
n.d., I, 53 (verses 1-4, 6); al-Suytiti, Tarikh al-khulaf&', ed. Muhammad
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Muhiyi'l-Din 'Abd al-Hamid, Cairo, 1371/1952, pp. 47 (verses 4, 6), 33 (1-3);
cit., I, 305 (verses 1-4, 6); al-Subki, Tabaqdtal-shjfi'iyya, ed.
al-'Is•mi, op.
al-Tanahi and al-Hulw, Cairo, 1383/1964, i, 250 (verses 4, 6).
Poem 34
Al-Kala'i, op. cit., II, 73 (verses 1-5, 9).
Poem 35
Al-Qurtubi, op. cit., v, 376 (verses 2, 4).
Poem 38
Ibn Hajar al-'Asqalani, al-'Isaba, Cairo, 1328/1910, III, 543, no. 8650
(verses 1-2, ascribed to Ibn Rawaha).
Poem 39
Al-Tauhidi, al-Basd'ir wa 'l-dhakhd'ir,ed. Ibrahim al-Kaylani, Damascus,
1964, Iv, 47 (verse 3; and see the editor's note, p. 348); Ibn Nubata, Sarh
al-'uyfin fi sharhi risdlati bni zaydln, ed. Muh1ammadAbai '1-Fadl Ibrahim,
Cairo, 1383/1964, p. 161 (verses 1, 3).
Poem 42
Al-Kala'I, op. cit., 11, 73-4 (verses 1-2, 4-5, 7).
Poem 50
Mughultay, op. cit., fol. 154a-b (verses 1, 3, 5, 11-13; the verse of the
fol. 154a;
Sira quoted by 'Arafat, I, 154, 1. 10, is recorded by
to the riwaya of
Mughultay remarks (fol. 154b, 1. 4) that he quotes according
Mughult.y,
al-Sukkarl on the authority of Ibn Habib: riwiayatal-sukkari 'an ibni habib).
Poem 51
The verse lau-1d'l-sifr .. . recorded by 'Arafat, Diwdn, I, 155, is (with four
additional verses) attributed to HIassan, who according to Ibn Da'b uttered
these verses when he passed by the grave of Rabi'a b. Mukaddam [see
al-Mubarrad,al-Kamil, ed. Muhammad Aba 'l-Fadl Ibrahim, Cairo, 1376/1956,
Iv, 89].
(op. cit., fol. 216a) records this verse with two additional
verses (wahabi,
Mughult.y
li-huribi). These verses were attributed to Hassdn (by
al-Mubarrad), to a man from the Balharith b. Fihr (who is named by Aba
'Ubayda as Dirar b. al-Khattab), to Mukriz b. Jabir (see al-Marzubani,
Mu'jam al-shu'ard', ed. F. Krenkow, Cairo, 1354/1935, p. 470), to a man from
the people of Tayma, or to H.ttib b. Abi Balta'a.
Poem 53
Ibn Shahrashfjb, op. cit., I, 102 (verses 1-3); al-Nuwayri, Nihiyat al-arab,
Cairo, n.d., xvII, 97 (5 verses).

270

M.J. KISTER

Poem 55
Al'Ismi, op. cit., II, 66 (5 verses).
Poem 56
Ibn Abi 'I-Hadid, op. cit., vi, 55 (6 verses); al-Mutahharb. Tahir, op. cit.,
Iv, 203 (verses 2-3); al-Khafaji, op. cit., II, 16 (verses 1-4); al-Qurtubi,
op. cit., Ix, 77 (verses 2-3).
Poem 59
Al-'Isami, op. cit., II, 93 (5 verses).
Poem 60
Ibn 'Abd al-Barr, al-Inbdh 'alt qabd'il al-ruwdh, Najaf, 1386/1966, p. 96
(verses 1-2).
Poem 61
A1-Kala'i, op. cit., II, 213 (6 verses); al-Mutahharb. Tahir, op. cit., Iv, 223
(verses 1, 3, 5).
Poem 74
Al-'Isami, op. cit., II, 68 (7 verses).
Poem 75
Muwaffaq al-Din, op. cit., p. 30 (verses 1-2); Ibn 'Abd al-Barr, op. cit.,
113
(verses 1-4).
p.
Poem 76
Ibn 'Abd al-Barr, op. cit., pp. 49 (verse 2), 113 (verses 1-2).
Poem 77
Ibn 'Abd al-Barr, op. cit., pp. 113-14 (verses 1-3, 6-7).
Poem 78
Ibn al-Kalbi, Jamhara, MS, fol. 25a (verse 1).
Poem 81
Mughultay, op. cit., fol. 173a (verses 1, 4).
Poem 86
b. Muhammad b. Ruzayq, al-Sahifa al-'adnaniyya, MS BM
Or. J.umayd
6569, fol. 272b (8 verses); 'Imad al-Din al-'Amiri, op. cit., I, 127 (verses
4-6); Mutahhar b. Tahir, op. cit., Iv, 157 (verses 3-4).
Poem 89
Al-Dhahabi, al-'Uluww li 'l-'aliyyi 'l-ghaffdr, ed. 'Abd al-Rah~minMu1lhammad 'Uthmin, Madina, 1388/1968, pp. 40 (verses 1-2, 5), 41 (verses 1, 3-5);
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4adith 359, fol. 129b, 1. 4
Ish•q b. Bishr, Kitdb al-mubtada', MS
.Zhiriyya,
(verse 5).
Poem 93
Al-Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Irshld, Najaf 1381/1962, p. 56 (4 verses); al-Majlisi,
op. cit., xx, 259 (4 verses), LXI, 80 (verses 3-4), 98 (4 verses); al-Jahiz,
al-'Uthmaniyya, ed. 'Abd al-Salam Hariin, Cairo, 1374/1955, p. 337 (4 versesal-Iskafi).
Poem 94
A1-Kald'i, op. cit., II, 196 (4 verses); al-Fayrizabadi, al-Maghdnim
al-mutdba,ed. Hamad al-Jasir, Riyad, 1389/1969, p. 66 (verse 2 and the verse
recorded by 'Arafat, I, 210, 1. 3 from bottom); al-Khafaji, op. cit., III, 218
(verse 4); al-Bayhaqi, al-Sunan, ix, 83 (verse 4).
Poem 95
Al-Nuwayri, op. cit., xvII, 199 (4 verses); al-Kala'i, op. cit., II, 200
(4 verses).
Poem 101
Al-Sharishi, op. cit., Iv, 214 (verses 2, 5); al-Tha'alibi, Thimasral-quliib,
Abd 'l-Fadl Ibrdhim, Cairo, 1384/1965, p. 490 (verse 2).
ed.
Muh.ammad
Poem 102
Al-Sharishi, op. cit., Iv, 213 ult.-214, 1. 1 (verses 1-2).
Poem 103
'Imad al-Din al-'Amiri, op. cit., I, 145 (verses 1, 5-11); al-Fayrftzabidi,
op. cit., p. 136 (verses 6, 11).
Poem 118
Al-Fayraizdbadi,op. cit., p. 153 (verses 1-3, 5).
Poem 123
Al-Sharishi, op. cit., III, 98 (verses 1, 5-6, 9-10); Usima b. Munqidh,
Kitdb al-mandzil wa 'l-diydr, ed. A. B. Khdlidov, Moscow, 1961, fol. 156b
(verses 1-3, 5, 9).
Poem 126
Al-Tha'libi, Thimsri,p. 145 (verses 1, 5).
Poem 129
Al-'I&mi, op. cit., II, 210 (13 verses); al-Kal/'i, op. cit., II, 361-2 (13 verses).
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Poem 130
A1-Kali'I, op. cit., 11, 189-90 (11 verses).
Poem 131
'Imad al-Din al-'AImiri,op. cit., II, 122-3 (20 verses); Khalil b. Aybak,
op. cit., p. 35 (verse 12); al-Nuwayri, op. cit., xviii, 402-3 (19 verses).
Poem 132
Al-Nuwayri, op. cit., xviiI, 402 (8 verses).
Poem 138
op. cit., fol. 292a (verses 1, 7-9).
Mughult.y,
Poem 140
Anonymous, al-Tdrikh al-muhkam, fol. 194b (verses 1, 3); al-Khaf ji,
op. cit., Iv, 373 (verse 3); al-Kald'i, op. cit., II, 374 (verse 1).
Poem 144
Al-Mutahhar b. Thhir, op. cit., iv, 216 (verses 1-4).
Poem 147
Al-Zubayr b. Bakkar, op. cit., fol. 189b (verse 3).
Poem 152
Al-'IsdmI, op. cit., I, 334 (verses 1-3, the two verses recorded by 'Arafat, I,
306 ult.-307, 1. 1, and an additional verse); al-Salihi, Subul al-huddwa 'l-rashdd
ft slrat khayri 'l-'ibcd, ed. Mustafa 'Abd al-Wdhid, Cairo, 1392/1972, pp. 501-2
(verse 1 and the verse recorded by 'Arafat, I, 307, 1. 1); Ibn Shahrashlib,
op. cit., I, 62 ult.-63 (verses 1-2, the verse recorded by 'Arafat, I, 306 ult. and
an additional verse; and see Ibn Shahrdsh-ib, op. cit., I, 142 ult.-143);
al-Suy-iti, al-Khasd'is al-kubra,ed. MuhammadKhalilHards, Cairo, 1387/1967,
I, 194 (verse 1 and the two verses recorded by 'Arafat, I, 306 ult.-307).
Poem 153
Al-Tauhidi, al-Dhaklh'ir, I, 330-1 (verses 1, 3, 5); Nashwan, op. cit., I, I,
112 (verses 9-10).
Poem 155
Mu1hammadb. Yalyd 'l-Maliqi, op. cit., p. 208 (verses 1-7).
Poem 157
Al-Raba'i, op. cit., p. 214 (verse 7).
Poem 159
A1-Kal•'I, op. cit.,
(11 verses).

II,

440-2 (11 verses); al-'IsJmI, op. cit.,

II,

217-18
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Poem 160
Al-'IJs-mi,op. cit., 11, 414 (verses 1-2).
Poem 161
Muhammad b. Yahya 'l-Maliqi, op. cit., p. 216 (5 verses); al-Qurtubi,
al-Tadhkira fl ahwdli 'l-mauti wa-umilri 'l-dkhira, ed. Ahmad Muh1ammad
Mursi, Cairo, n.d., p. 537 (verses 2, 5); P. Leander, 'Aus Ab-i 'Abdallah
az-Zubair b. Abi Bakr Bakkar's Muwaffaqijat ', MO, x, 1916, 152 (verses 2, 5).
Poem 162
Al-Kal5'I, op. cit.,
(19 verses).

II,

130-1 (19 verses);

al-'IsdmT, op. cit., 11, 107

Poem 163
'Im~d al-Din al-'ALmiri,op. cit., I, 395 (8 verses); al-Kala'i, op. cit., ii,
285-6 (8 verses).
Poem 168
Al-Safadi, Nakt al-himydn f nukat al-'umycn, Cairo, n.d., p. 181 (verses
1-3); al-'Isdmi, op. cit., I, 328 (5 verses); al-Hakim, al-Mustadrak, III, 545
(verses 2-4); al-Haythami, op. cit., Ix, 284-5 (5 verses); al-Tauhidi, Mathklib
al-wazirayn, ed. Ibrahim al-Kaylani, Damascus, 1961, p. 67 (verses 1-4).
Poem 173
Khalil b. Aybak, op. cit., pp. 162-3 (18 verses); al-'Isdmi, op. cit.,
(18 verses); al-Kald'i, op. cit., 11, 126-7 (18 verses).

II,

100-1

Poem 182
Anonymous, al-Tarikh al-muihkam,fol. 131b (verses 6, 8-9); al-Jhiiz,
al-'Uthmnniyya, pp. 126-7 (verses 1, 3-4, 8-9, and 2 additional verses, not
included in the poem) ; Ibn 'Asakir, Tahdhibtarikh, vii, 83 (verses 1-2, 4-7, 11).
Poem 192
Al-Zubayr b. Bakkar, op. cit., fol. 145a (5 verses); Ibn Habib, al-Munammaq, ed. Khfirshid Ahmad Fariq, Hyderabad, 1384/1964, pp. 238-9 (5 verses).
Poem 197
Al-Majlisi, op. cit., XLI, 82 (verse 1); al-Tabari, Bishirat
al-mustaf5
li-shi'ati
Najaf 1383/1963, p. 186 (verse 1).
'l-murtacdS,
Poem 198
Al-Mutahhar b. Tahir, op. cit., Iv, 227 (verses 1-2).
Poem 199
Al-Kali'i, op. cit.,

II,

139-40 (verses 1-6).
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Poem 211
Muhammad IHasanal-Muzaffar, Dald'il al-sidq, n.p., 1373/1953, III, part I,
217-18 (verses 1-2, 10, 12).
Poem 218
Nashwdn, op. cit., I, I, 35 (verse 1).
Poem 220
Muh1ammadHasan al-Muzaffar,op. cit., III, I, 219 (verses 1-2); al-Majlisi,
op. cit., viii, 567-lithogr. ed. (verses 1-2).
Poem 221
Muhammad Hasan al-Muzaffar,op. cit., III, I, 218 (verses 1-2, 5).
Poem 222
Al-'Isimi, op. cit., I, 343 (verses 1-2, 4-8); al-Khafdji, op. cit., III, 459
(verse 7); al-Bayhaqi, al-Sunan al-kubra,x, 238 (verse 4).
Poem 233
Al-Zubayr b. Bakkar, op. cit., fol. 95a (verse 1 and the verses of Mauhib
recorded by 'Arafat, I, 413).
Poem 234
al-Mustadrak, III, 486 (verse 1) ; al-Tha'dlibi, al-I'jdz wa 'l-ijaz,
Al-H.Tkim,
Beirut,
n.d., p. 145 (verse 1).
Poem 235
A1-Kal'i, op. cit.,

II,

189 (verses 1-8).

Poem 242
Al-Mutahhar b. Tdhir, op. cit., v, 170 (verses 1-2).
Poem 245
Al-Fayrfizdbddi, op. cit., p. 168 (verses 1-2).
Poem 249
Ibn Shahrbshrib, op. cit., I, 71 (verses 1-2, 4-7, 9, 11-12); al-Suyiiti,
al-Khas•'is al-kubrd,I, 368 (verses 1-6 and an additional verse).
Poem 255
Al-Haythami, op. cit., viii, 125 (verses 1-5), Ix, 152 (verses 1, 3-5);
kim, al-Mustadrai, III, 362-3 (9 verses); al-Muhibb al-Tabari, al-Riyikd
al-H.
al-nad4ira,
II, 359-60 (8 verses); Anonymous, Maniqib al-sah ba, MS BM
Or. 8273, fol. 59a-b (9 verses); al-'Isimi, op. cit., II, 439 (verses 1-4, 7-9).
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Poem 261
Al-Sharishi, op. cit., III, 99 (4 verses); al-Asma'i, op. cit., pp. 113-14
(4 verses).
Poem 275
Ibn Habib, al-Munammaq,pp. 25-6 (and an additional verse; and see the
editor's reference).
Poem 278
Al-'IJsmi, op. cit., II, 105-6 (43 verses).
Poem 282
Al-Mutahhar b. Tihir, op. cit., v, 69 (verses 1-3, 5, 7, 12-13, 18-19, 36);
Ibn Shahrdshfib, op. cit., I, 210 (verses 1-3, 6, 36); al-'Isami, op. cit., II,
234-6 (46 verses).
Poem 284
Al-Waqidi, al-Ridda, MS Bankipore XV, 108-110, no. 1042, fol. 25a
(7 verses and two additional verses; after verse 4 in 'Arafat's Diwan, I, 459:

and after verse 7 in 'Arafat's DSwan:
Muhammad Hjamidullah, al-Wathd'iq al-siydsiyya li 'l-'ahdi 'l-nabawiyyi wa
'l-khildfa 'l-rdshida, Cairo, 1376/1956, pp. 271-2.
Poem 285
Ibn al-Kalbi, Jamhara, MS, fol. 43a (2 verses).
Poem 286
Al-Wahidi, Asbab al-nuzil, Cairo, 1388/1968, p. 167 (verses 1-4, 6);
al-Halabi, Insdn al-'uyqin(= al-Sira al-halabiyya), Cairo, 1353/1935, III, 19-20
(6 verses); al-Qurtubi, Tafsir, vIII, 159 (verses 4, 6).
Poem 289
Al-Waqidi, op. cit., fol. 3b (9 verses and an additional verse, after verse 7
of 'Arafat's DTiwn:
Verses 4-5 are recorded in Wdqidi's Ridda as follows:

The words lahii sababunin verse 4 are written above the line of fa-inna lahu).
VOL.

XXXIX.

PART

2.

20
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Poem 291
Ibn Shahrash-ib, op. cit., I, 62 (2 verses).
Poem 305
fol. 14b (3 verses).

Anonymous, Mandqib
al-sah.ba,
Poem 306

Al-Kala'I, op. cit., 11, 64 (10 verses); al-Mutalhharb. Tahir, op. cit., Iv, 193
(verses 7, 9).
Poem 307
Al-'Isami, op. cit., II, 412 (3 verses); Ibn A'tham, op. cit., II, 239 (3 verses,
and 5 additional verses); al-Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Jamal, p. 96 (3 verses and 4
additional verses); Muhammad b. Yahya al-Maliqi, op. cit., p. 217 (3 verses,
and 2 additional verses). The correct reading in verse 2 is hajai amran
insteadof idh ja.
Poem 311
Ibn al-Kalbi, Jamhara, MS, fol. 254a; al-Tha'alibi, Thimair,p. 64; 'Irnd
al-Din al-'Amiri, op. cit., I, 276.
Poem 318
Ibn 'Arabi,
al-abrdr, Beirut, 1388/1968, II, 41-2 (2 verses and
11 additional verses).
Muh.•darat
Poem 321b
See Ibn 'Arabi, op. cit., 11, 41-2.
Poem 323
Al-Nuwayri, op. cit., xvII, 97 (5 verses).
Poem 324
Al-Safadi, Nakt, p. 177 (3 verses); 'Imdd al-Din al-'AmirI, op. cit.,
(3 verses).

I,

303

Poem 336
A1-FDsi,op. cit., vI, 298-9 (5 verses); Muhibb al-Din al-Tabari, op. cit.,
105 (verses 1-4); al-Suy-iti, Tarikh al-khulafa', p. 144 (verses 2-4).

II,

Poem 340
Al-Kall'i, op. cit., II, 438-40 (19 verses); al-'Isami, op. cit., II, 216-17
(19 verses); Anonymous, Mandqib al-sahiba, fols. 106b-107a (18 verses).
Poem 344
Al-Qurtubi, Tafsbr,v, 401 (4 verses).
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Poem 347
Al-Nuwayri, op. cit., xvii, 174 (3 verses); 'Imad al-DIn al-'AmirI, op. cit.,
267
(3 verses); al-Qurtubi, Tafsir, xIv, 134 (3 verses).
I,
Poem 348
Al-'Isami, op. cit., 11, 125-6 (7 verses); al-Khalil b. Aybak, op. cit., p. 173
(verses 1-4); al-Safarini, op. cit., I, 318 (verses 1-5); al-Kala'i, op. cit., II, 231
(7 verses), 232 (verses 1, 4); see al-Haythami, op. cit., Ix, 235 (8 verses),
51 (4 verses).
Poem 349
Al-Khalil b. Aybak, op. cit., p. 194 (4 verses); P. Leander, art. cit., 152
(4 verses).
Poem 352
Al-Kala'i, op. cit.,
(verses 1-2).

II,

140-1 (13 verses); Muwaffaq al-Din, op. cit., p. 287

Poem 353
Ibn 'Abd
Futiih misr, ed. C. Torrey, Leiden, 1920, pp. 107
(3 verses) ; al-Zubayr b. Bakkar, op. cit., fol. 194b, inf. (verse 2
(3 verses) ; 233al-HI.akam,
with the following remark: ... wa-innami huwa 1-harithu bnu Ihabibibni
shahamin,fa-lam yastatimma lahu 'l-baytu ill&bi-an ja'ala hablbanhubayyiban;
huwa jadhimatu bnu mdliki bni hislin, jaddu hishami bni 'amri
rabi'ata bni
wa-shah.amun
bni
1-h.arithi).
Poem 363
Al-Tha'alibi, Thimar al-qul2b, p. 70 (3 verses).
Poem 370
Al-Fhsi, op. cit., vI, 31 (2 verses).
These parallels were collected at random. Within the limits of this article
it has not been possible to note variants, some of which may be important.
II
Hassan's verses referring to certain events, such as poems written in praise
of the Companionsof the Prophet or attacking his enemies deserve our attention.
A lengthy poem in praise of 'k'isha, the wife of the Prophet, is recorded in the
Anonymous, Mandqib al-sahiaba,MS BM Or. 8273, fols. 86b-87a:
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Two verses in praiseof 'A'ishaare recordedby Mughultdy(fol. 292a inf.)
with the followingremark:
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rhymingin
AI-Haythami(op. cit., ix, 236) recordsthree verses of
recited
were
H.ass~n
when
the
of
calumniators k'isha
hfz,
flogged.
Three verses rhyming wa-shaqqat,fa-shallat, istaqallat,written by 1H.assdn
in

praiseof the brave defenceof the Prophetby Talhiaat the Day of Uhud are
2 So text;

perhaps to read J?J;J.
The metre in the second hemistich is faulty.
' The reading of the word is uncertain.
3
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recorded by al-IHhkim(al-Mustadrak, III, 378), Ibn 'Asdkir (op. cit., vii, 82)
and al-Muttaqi 'l-Hindi (op. cit., xv, 181-2). Three other verses rhyming
wa-nkashafii, wa-rtadafi, 'ataffi describe the dangerous situation during the
battle of Uhud when the Prophet was deserted by his Companions while
Talha, his body stained with blood, defended him (al-HIkim, op. cit., III, 378;
cf. Ibn 'Asakir, op. cit., vii, 83). The courageous deed of Talha at Uhud is also
lauded by Hassdn in four verses rhyming wa 'l-jabal, yazal, 'uzul, batal (Ibn
'Asakir, op. cit., vii, 83).
Hassdn composed a special poem about the messengers of the Prophet sent
to the rulers of the neighbouring countries. Two verses of this poem (rhyming
are recorded by Ibn 'Abd al-Hakam (op.cit., p. 53) on the
khalifah,
of
Wathima
authority al-sah.fah) b. M-isa.
Four verses (rhyming jahli, rahli, al-facdli,al-qatli) recorded by al-Tha'alibi
(Thimdr al-quliib,p. 145) are directed against AbfaJahl.
Four verses rhyming in ii are a libel against 'Amr b. al-'As, stating that the
man who begot him was in fact Abfl Sufydn (Ibn Abi 'l-Hadid, op. cit., vi, 285;
al-Majlisi, op. cit., viii, 573-lithogr. ed.).
The two verses of 'Arafat's Diwan, I, 521, no. 365 seem to be quoted from
a poem of eulogy of the Southern tribes. Three verses in Hamdani's IklRl
(II, 97, 199, 338) seem to be derived from this very poem.
Seven verses in al-Asma'i's Tdrfkh (pp. 8-9) rhyming in ri deal also with
boasting concerning the Southern tribes and their superiority over the Northern
tribes.
Two verses in al-Fakihi's TdarkhMakka, MS Leiden Or. 463, fol. 457b,
were composed in praise of the Ban-i Makhzfim.
0

~

?

3

b

is~ilCle
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Nineteen verses rhyming in d compare the miracles wrought by prophets
with those performed by the Prophet and emphasize the superiority of the
Prophet in this field (al-Majlisi, op. cit., xvI, 403, 405, 413-16 ; Ibn Shahrashtib,
op. cit., I, 184-5, 190-2).
uttered in conSpecial attention should be given to the verses of
nexion with the election of Abfi Bakr. The verses recorded
.Hassan
in 'Arafat's Diwan,
I, 463, no. 289, were indeed uttered on the Day of the Saqifa, as rightly assumed
by 'Arafat (II, 318, no. 289) and as attested by al-Waqidi (al-Ridda, fol. 3b).
Hassdn emerged as an advocate of the Ansar, emphasizing what they did for
the Prophet, pointing out their courageous and zealous fight in his defence,
and denying any superiority of the Muhijir-in.
The fifteen verses of Hassdn rhyming in li, as recorded by Ibn Abi 'l-Hadid
(Sharh nahj al-balagha, vI, 25) form another specimen of an attack by Hassan
on the delegates of Quraysh who demanded exclusive authority for Quraysh
on the Day of the Saqifa. He states that the Qurashi demands are unjust and
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points out the exertions of the Ansar on behalf of the Prophet and the
Muhijirfin.
Shortly afterwards, when Abfi Bakr sent out his troops against the rebellious
tribes under the command of Khalid b. al-Walid, Hassdn stood up in the
presence of Abfi Bakr and demanded that an additional commander be
appointed (see the two verses: al-Ya'q-ibi, op. cit., II, 119). Abfi Bakr responded
and appointed over the Ansar their leader, Thabit b. Qays.
It was in connexion with the event of yaum al-saq7fathat HIassanstood up
and recited his verses rhyming in an, in which he expressed the virtues and
merits of 'All and pointed out his right to authority, as against the demand
of the Muhijirfin that authority should be granted to Abfi Bakr (Ibn Abi
'l-Hadid, op. cit., vi, 35, 9 verses; al-Ya'qfibi, op. cit., 11, 118, 7 verses;
al-Majlisi, op. cit., xxxviii, 267, 2 verses; Ibn Shahrdshfib, op. cit., 372,
2 verses).
It was Hassan b. Thabit who, according to Shi'I tradition, asked the
Prophet's permission to recite verses in praise of 'All at Ghadir Khumm, when
the Prophet proclaimed him as his mauld for the faithful (man kuntu mauldhu
fa-'ali mauldhu). The six verses rhyming in yd are indeed a versification of the
Prophet's utterance and an explanation of his order to obey 'Ali and aid him
as an imam and guide. (See al-Ganji, Kiftydt
ed. Muhammad Hldi
64
al-.t.lib,
Ibn
Shahrashub,
1390/1970,
p.
(6
verses);
Najaf
op. cit., II, 230
'l-Amini,
(6 verses); al-Tabarsi, I'ldm al-ward, ed. 'All Akbar al-Ghaffari, Tehran,
1338/1919, pp. 139-40 (6 verses); al-Fattal, op. cit., p. 103 (6 verses);
al-Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Irshdd, pp. 94-5 (6 verses); idem, al-Jamal, p. 101
(6 verses); Sibt ibn al-Jauzi, Tadhkirat al-khaws.s, Najaf, 1383/1964, p. 33
(6 verses); Ibn BTbawayh al-Qummi, Amarl al-Sadiiq, Najaf, 1389/1970, p. 514
(6 verses); Akhtab Khwarizm, al-Mandqib, Najaf, 1385/1965, pp. 80 ult.-81
(6 verses); al-Majlisi, op. cit., xxxvII, 112 (6 verses); xxxvIII, 267 (verse 1).
The Prophet, after listening to these verses, gave his blessing to HIassdn,
praying that he might be aided by the Holy Spirit (see e.g. al-Shaykh al-Mufid,
al-Irshid, p. 95; Sibt ibn al-Jauzi, op. cit., p. 33).
Ten verses of Hiassan recorded by Sulaym b. Qays (Kitdb al-saqifa, Najaf,
n.d., p. 183) rhyming in yd deal with the same subject, i.e. the Prophet's
injunction at Ghadir Khumm, but are different from the verses quoted above.
Five verses rhyming in yd form a kind of a versified report on the miraculous
healing of 'All's ophthalmia by the Prophet who spat into his eyes and handed
over the banner to him at the attack on the fortresses of Khaybar (al-Ganji,
op. cit., p. 104; al-Shaykh al-Mufld, al-Irshad, pp. 37, 67; Ibn Shahrdshfib,
op. cit., II, 320; al-Fattdl, op. cit., p. 130; al-Majlisi, op. cit., XLI, 87. Two
verses in Ibn B -bawayh's AmalI, p. 514 and in Majlisi's
112,
xxxvII,
Bih.-r,
are derived from this poetical passage).
Six verses rhyming in n5 attributed in some sources to HIassanrefer to a
discussion between 'All and al-Walid b. 'Uqba about a revelation which had
been granted to the Prophet (SfiraxxxII, 19; see e.g. al-Whidi, Asbib al-nuzil,
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pp. 235-6; al-Qurtubi, Tafslr, xiv, 105). In these verses Hassan stresses
'All's faith, contrasting it with the unbelief of al-Walid. (Ibn Abi 'l-Hadid,
op. cit., vi, 292-3; al-Ganji, op. cit., p. 141; al-Majlisi, op. cit., xxxviii, 235;
Ibn ShahrashFb, op. cit., I, 294; Sibt ibn al-Jauzi, op. cit., p. 202; Ibn
Blbawayh, op. cit., p. 440.)
Two verses of IHassanending in bUreport the miracle of the sun's return so
that 'All might be able to perform the prescribed prayer (al-Qundizil, Yandbl'
al-mawadda,Kazimiyya-Qumm 1385/1966, p. 183).
Three verses rhyming in li tell about the proclamation of Jibril: la sayfa
illi dhii 'l-fiqdrwa-11fatan illa 'aliyy (Sibt ibn al-Jauzi, op. cit., p. 26).
Two verses rhyming in a point out that 'Ali will be in charge of the Basin
on the Day of Judgement; he will serve drinks to the righteous and
will
refuse to give drinks to the enemies of the people (i.e. the enemies of the
(al-hau.d)
Shi'a-K.; Ibn Shahrdshfib, op. cit., II, 14).
Three verses rhyming in rd enumerate the merits and virtues of 'All: he
gave a beggar his signet-ring as alms when he prostrated himself during prayer;
he slept on the bed of the Prophet when the latter set out for his hijra; and he
was named in nine verses of the Qur'an by the name 'the believer', al-mu'min
(Sibt ibn al-Jauzi, op. cit., p. 16).
According to some traditions verse 56 in S-irat al-Ma'ida (innamn
waliyyukumu 'lldhu wa-rasidluhu wa-'lladhina dmanii 'lladhlna yuqlmana
'l-salata wa-yu't0ina'l-zakta wa-hum rfki'ina) was revealed to the Prophet in
connexion with the occasion on which 'Ali granted the beggar his signet-ring,
as mentioned above. Four verses of Hassan rhyming in 'i praise this deed
stressing that God granted him 'the best authority', khayru wildyatin
(al-Ganji, op. cit., p 229; Ibn al-Jauzi, op. cit., pp. 15 ult.-16; al-Tabarl,
Bisharat al-mustafa, pp. 266 inf.-267).
Some verses of Hassan emphasize the bravery of 'All in the campaigns of
the Prophet. Two verses rhyming in 'u report the battle with the Ban-f Qurayza
in which 'All captured nine of the enemy and killed their leader (al-Shaykh
al-Mufid, al-Irshdd,p. 50; al-Majlisi, op. cit., xx, 173, XLI,95; Ibn Shahrashafb,
op. cit., 11, 332. The verses are said to have been composed in connexion with
the killing of Ka'b b. al-Ashraf, or with the expedition against the Banfi
al-Na.dr).
In six verses rhyming in lu JHassdnpraises 'All's bold fight against 'Amr b.
'Abd Wudd (al-Jahiz, al-'Uthmdniyya, p. 337-al-Iskafi).
The fundamental change in the attitude of Hassan towards 'Ali is revealed
in his verses concerned with the murder of 'Uthman. Hassan was one of the
few people who remained faithful to 'Uthmin and defended him against his
calumniators (see al-Baladhuri, op. cit., v, 60; and see Ibn Abi 'l-Hadid,
op. cit., vi, 64). In the two additional verses to poem 307 in Ifassin's Diwan
b. Yahya 'l-Maliqi (op. cit., p. 217) he frankly
(p. 477), recorded by
Muh.ammad
accuses 'All of having
sat in his house asking people (about the fate of
'Uthman-K.), but he in fact received the news and expected merely to get
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authority. Twelve verses rhyming in di, not recorded in the Diwan, describe
the dramatic situation of the last days of the besieged 'Uthmin (Muhammadb.
Yahya '1-Maliqi,op. cit., pp. 213-14).
Shi'i scholars consider the verses of IHassin in which he accused 'Ali of
approving of the murder of 'Uthmdn as malicious lies (qadhf), arguing that
Hassan is unreliable as a witness, as he gave false evidence in the case of
'I'isha (in the ?fk story) and the Prophet ordered him to be flogged. There is
a different Shi'i evaluation of Hassan's verses in which he bore evidence that
the Prophet granted authority to 'Ali at Ghadir Khumm. These verses are
considered sound in the opinion of the Shi'a because they were composed and
recited in the presence of the Prophet and the Prophet did not disapprove of
them. Shi'I critics, referring to those of his verses in praise of Abri Bakr which
served as evidence that Ab-i Bakr was the first who embraced Islam (Diwdn,
I, no. 32, p. 125), remark that H.assin belonged to that type of poet who did
not refrain from falsity (abdtil)in accordance with the way poets are described
in the Qur'an. Besides, Hassdn was granted some favours by 'Uthml n; his
words of praise for 'Uthman are thus certainly unfounded and unreliable.
(See al-Shaykh al-Mufid, al-Jamal, pp. 100-3; al-Majlisi, op. cit., xxxviii,
264-7.)
The compilations about the ridda record many of Hassan's verses in which
he warned the tribes of the results of their revolt and urged them to embrace
Islam. The verse recorded by 'Arafat (Diwan, I, 468, no. 245 from Suhayli's
al-Raud al-unuf) is one of the seven verses recorded by al-Kala'i (Tdrikh
al-ridda, ed. Khurshid Ahmad Fdriq, New Delhi, 1970, p. 67; according to
another tradition the verses were composed by Ziyvd b. Labid b.
two
Bay.daa
al-Ansdri, see ibid., p. 66, 1. 12). Al-WSqidi records in his Ridda (fol. 18b)
verses:
additional
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Ibn Hubaysh recordsin his Maghazi (MSLeiden Or. 343, pp. 34-5) only 7 verses,
as in al-Kal5'i's Ridda; he quotes, however, in his report a sentence which is
of some importance and may be recorded here:

Al-Wdqidi (Ridda, fol. 19a) records the answer of Hassdn to a poem sent
by Muhakkamto KhMlidb. al-Walid ending in the same rhyme dii:
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A letter of six verses rhyming in hl was sent by Hjassanto al-Ash'ath b.
Qays (al-Waqidi, op. cit., fol. 35a):
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When Abi Ayy-ib al-Ansari advised Abit Bakr to suspend for a year the
expeditions against Kinda and thus to postpone for a year the collection of
in
their taxes, because of their military strength, Ab-i Bakr refused.
H.assdn,
verses
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(al-Waqidi,
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op. cit., fol. 36a):
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Ibn Abi Tahir records three verses of Hassan rhyming in li (Kitab Baghdad,
ed. Muhammad Zahid al-Kauthari, Baghdad, 1368/1949, p. 13) in praise of the
Prophet, recited by him when he entered Madina. (See these verses: Abfi
Zakariya Yazid b. Muhammad al-Azdi, Tarikh al-Mausil, ed. 'All Habiba,
Cairo, 1387/1967, p. 354.)
Four verses rhyming in di bewail the death of the Prophet (Ibn Shahrashfib,
op. cit., I, 209-10).
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A verse in praise of Maslama b. Mukhallad rhyming in hi is recorded by
al-HIkim (al-Mustadrak,II, 495).

The extensive collection of If-assan'spoetry brought together by 'Arafat is
impressive. 'Arafat rightly points out 'a strikingly wide variety of style,
spirit, theme and subject-matter which is more than can be explained as the
usual development of a poetic talent' (Diw7n, I, English introduction, p. 25).
He concludes that some of the poems ascribed to Ilassdn were invented by
forgers of later generations. He bases his assumption on reports of early
transmitters and the opinions of early authorities on poetry who cast doubts
on the authenticity of a relatively large number of Hassdn's poems. He provides us with a concise survey of the historical events, socio-political changes in
the Muslim empire, intertribal disputes and clashes after the death of the
Prophet, and argues that 'the campaigns also, and the "local" wars, were
occasions for the writing of new verse, as well as cause for neglecting old
poetry; and in time, for the confusion of both' (ibid., p. 27). He points out
that the stormy historical events ' afforded occasions for the composition of
verse but not for preserving it' (ibid., p. 28) and, classifying the different
sources of the Di;wn, he presents a fairly convincing list of themes which may
be the subject of invention and forgery. Among the categories exposed to
forgery, he counts poems of later Ansaris attributed to Hassin, in which the
forgers boast of the glory of their ancestors, poems on battles and slanders
connected with the battles, which are generally of poor quality in which 'the
rules of grammar, syntax and idiom may be subjected to the metre', which
' sometimes appear in the SIra in pairs, a poem and its counterblast ', are poor
as regards the quality of their verse, and seem both to have been invented by
the same person. Exposed to invention and forgery are further, according to
'Arafat, poems of Shi'I and 'Abbdsid propagandists, eulogies attributed to
Hjassanwith the intention of enhancing the reputation of the deceased, poems
of various factions during later political wars, slanders which were the product
of later generations, a number of poems of religious or meditative character,
and finally miscellaneous poems attributed to him. 'Arafat admits that there
is in this collection 'an undefined element of what is probably his genuine
poetry' (see introduction, pp. 23-31).
The conclusions of 'Arafat, although plausible and well argued, may be
reconsidered and probably modified to some extent. The question at issue is
the character and quality of Hassan's poetry. Early critics pointed out the
essential difference between the poetry he composed during the period of the
Jahiliyya and that which he composed under Islam. Al-Asma'I stated that
poetry deteriorated after he embraced Islam. The proper style of
of the
H.assan's
in al-Asma'I's opinion is that of the 'forceful poets'
poetry
of
who
and
(fuh.il)
gave descriptions
Jahiliyya like Imru 'l-Qays, Zuhayr,
Nabigha,
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the quarters of the tribe and of the saddle, composed verses about wine and
women, boasted of their tribes, and wrote satire against enemies. This poetry,
the true poetry, was the poetry of the 'gate of wickedness' (bdbu 'l-sharr).
Such was the poetry of Hassan during his Jahiliyya period; he was then one
of the excellent poets. But when he embraced Islam his poetry entered the
'gate of virtue' (bdbu 'l-khayr) and it deteriorated (see al-Marzubani,
ammad al-Bijawi, Cairo, 1965, p. 85; Ibn Qutayba,
al-Muwashshah,ed. 'Al
Kitdb al-shi'r wa 'l-shu'ard',
Muh. ed. M. J. de Goeje, Leiden, 1904, p. 170). The
opinion of Asma'i, expressed in various formulations (saqata shi'ruhu, lana
shi'ruhu, quti'a matnuhu li-hikli 'l-nabiyyi) reveals clearly the cause of the
fundamental change in Hassan's poetry. The poet, who followed in his
Jahiliyya period the well-trodden path of the current poetical convention, and
exposed Jahiliyya ideals, embraced Islam and committed himself to the
propagation of the ideals of the revolutionary movement of the new faith.
His task was twofold: he had to repel the invectives and slanders of the
enemies of the Prophet and to follow his campaigns encouraging the warriors,
extolling their victories and praising the audacity of the faithful. He had, of
course, to denigrate the enemy, to emphasize his cowardice in battle, the
meanness of his pedigree, his shameful behaviour and the wickedness of his
family and relatives. This activity was on the well-known lines of the Jahiliyya
poetry, and it was deliberately used in the service of Islam. On the other hand,
HIassin had to spread the ideas of the new religion: his eulogies of the Prophet,
which extol his spiritual virtues and his religious mission, and enumerate the
graces bestowed on him by God, breathe a true Islamic spirit. It is apparent
that
was compelled, as a propagator of the new faith, to have recourse
to improvisation:
he had to answer on the spot an aggressive accusation, to
H.assan
compose hastily after the battle eulogies for the victorious fighters, to bewail
the fallen believers, to debase the enemy and to assure those killed from among
the enemy of the fire of Hell. Such were his verses connected with the battles
during the life of the Prophet and those composed during the ridda after the
Prophet's death. His verses on these subjects were necessarily imperfect,
feeble and unpolished. These poetical compositions, mainly fragments (qita'),
written in haste and lacking elaboration, but sincere and fierce, were intended
for circulation among the audience of the tribal councils and meetings of the
believers, and are a distinct feature of Hassdn's poetry in that period. This
seems to have been the meaning of al-Asma'I's utterance concerning the
deterioration of Hassan's poetry in the Islamic period. These verses, although
weak when they are judged by the criteria of literary criticism developed in
the second century A.H., were apparently effective and were granted the
blessing of the Prophet.
In evaluating the authenticity of IHassan'spoetry it is thus hardly possible
to apply the criteria of weak or good poetry. A weak, faulty, or unpolished
verse is not necessarily a forged one and a verse in exquisite and difficult
Arabic is not necessarily proved to be authentic. (Cf. Caskel, (amharat an-Nasab
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des Ibn al-KalbK,Leiden, 1966, I, Vorwort, p. xii: '... und endlich blosse
F*lschungen erkennen, wofiir die Faustregel: unechte Verse sind leicht, echte
schwer zu iibersetzen, nicht immer geniigt '.) The main criterion in the inquiry
about the authenticity of verses remains the thorough scrutiny of the historical
background and the comprehensive analysis of the circumstances in which
the poem, or the fragment, is said to have been composed.
'Arafat's assumption that the revolt against the Umayyads did not afford
occasions for preserving poetry (Diwin, I, introduction, p. 28) is in need of
revision. The Umayyads were interested in the preservation of old poetry.
It was Mu'awiya who intended to include a poem of Hassan (Diwan, I, 74,
no. 13) in the collection of 12 poems which the transmitters chose and which
he ordered should be taught to his son (RSO, XLIV,1, 1969, p. 29 ult.). It was
indeed the old poetry which was carefully transmitted and taught in the courts
of caliphs, princes, and governors.
That a poem contains boasting with regard to the ancestors of the An~sr
does not necessarily indicate that the poem is forged. It is a well-known tribal
tradition and it is therefore no wonder that the two verses of poem 346:
warithnamin al-buhlilli 'amri bni 'amirin ... are ascribed by 'Abdallah b. Wahb
(al-Jami', ed. J. David-Weill, Cairo, 1939, p. 5, 11.6-7) to the grandfather of
HIassdn,al-Mundhir b. Hizam.
The additional material contributes to a better understanding of the role
played by HIassin on the ' Day of the Hall of Banft Sd'ida '. Hassdn advocated
the division of power between Quraysh and the Ansar and this might have
caused a split in the Muslim community. It is just plausible that these verses
were omitted in the commonly used sources of Muslim historiography.
The verses about 'Ali can be divided into two parts: fragments extolling
his bravery and courage in battles, and fragments alluding to 'All's virtues and
merits. Those concerned with 'All's excellence and the graces granted to him,
as confirmed by the Prophet, are in fact versified interpretations of the
utterances of the Prophet about 'Ali. These verses are often quoted in Shi'i
sources as support for the Shi'i arguments for the rights of 'Ali and his
descendants to authority. They have to be scrutinized and checked with the
utmost caution as they are generally suspect of being later inventions. But the
verses about 'All's bravery and courage belong probably to the class of war
practised during the life of the
poetry and praises of the fighters which
H.assan as it is plausible that Hassan
Prophet; some of these verses may be authentic,
sympathized with 'All and admired his fighting zeal and devotion. This attitude
accused 'All of at least
changed when 'Uthmdn was murdered and
H.assdn while expecting to gain
being a passive watcher of the actions of the murderers
power and authority.

